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Virginia’s Heart Gallery moving to the Children’s Museum of Richmond 
-- Gallery features portraits of foster children awaiting adoption -- 

 
Richmond, VA – The Virginia Department of Social Services announced today that 28 portraits 
from Virginia’s Heart Gallery have been placed on display at the Children’s Museum of Richmond 
through the end of July. 
 
Virginia’s Heart Gallery is a unique exhibit featuring professionally photographed portraits of 
children and sibling groups in foster care who are awaiting adoption.  All portraits were taken by 
photographers donating their time and talents toward this project. 
 
“We are very excited to bring these beautiful portraits to the Children’s Museum, to a place where 
children are recognized as the future,” said Vickie-Johnson Scott, director of the Division of Family 
Services.  “Our hope is that families visiting the museum will consider expanding their family 
through adoption.” 
 
The “Heart Gallery” concept originated in Santa Fe, NM in 2000 and has since been replicated in 
more than 45 states.  Virginia’s Heart Gallery, the first for the Commonwealth, first opened at 
Norfolk Botanical Garden in November, 2005 with 48 portraits featuring 61 children and sibling 
groups.  Since its opening, more than 30 children have been placed or have placements pending with 
adoptive families. 
 
"We are thrilled to have the Virginia’s Heart Gallery exhibit here at the Children's Museum, as it fits 
perfectly with our mission to serve all children,” said Karen Coltraine, Director of Development and 
Learning for the Children’s Museum of Richmond.  “The portraits are beautiful and powerful, and 
they provide a wonderful opportunity for our visitors to start conversations with their children about 
the importance of family."
 
The Children’s Museum of Richmond is open Monday through Saturday from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
and Sundays from Noon until 5 p.m.  General admission is $7 (after 4 p.m. admission is $4), under 
age one are free, and seniors get $1 off the general admission price.   
 
At any given time in the Commonwealth, more than 1,500 children are without a permanent place to 
call home and are awaiting adoption.  Virginia’s Heart Gallery is a way to raise awareness about 
adoption and the need for adoptive families.  The goal is to find forever homes for the featured 
children.   
 
Visit Virginia’s Heart Gallery online at: http://www.heartgalleryva.org. 
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